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News for children by the children. 
 

Year 6’s Special Christmas! 

 

This is Year 6’s festive few weeks at 

Claypool School. Read on to find out 

about: ice skating, pantomimes, singing 

Christmas fair, choir, Christmas crafts and 

decorating the school day. 

Ice skating 

On Wednesday 11th December 2019, Year 6 

went on a school trip to the Bolton ice rink 

to learn (all the basics) and have fun while 

ice skating. It was a big opportunity for all 

of the children to experience something 

new. In the chilly atmospheric rink.  

Treasure Island 

On Thursday 5th December, Year 6 went to 

a pantomime called ‘Treasure Island.’ It was 

at the stadium and one of our own 

students, Lewis, was in it! His performance 

was like a professional movie, he played 

the role of Carter (the pirate who wanted 

to ‘kill them all.’) The adults who came with 

them were: Miss Randle, Mr Matthews and 

Mrs Bird. Everyone enjoyed it and found it 

very entertaining. Even though it wasn’t far 

or bad weather, we still went on a minibus 

where Mrs Bird was the driver. 

Christmas fair 

On Friday 6th December after school, 

Claypool School held an annual Christmas 

fair. Some of the children in Year 6 ran 

some of the stalls including the Christmas 

Hama beads and the Viking jewellery. But 

Evie in Year 6 ran her own stall because she 

made her own chocolate eggs with 

Christmas cases. There were many different 

crafts and tombolas. On the secret Santa, 

There was a very big opportunity to win 

something because there was a lot of raffle 

tickets to choose from. On the tombola, it 

was £1 for 5 tickets! There was also a 

Christmas hamper for £1 per ticket. There 

was a very good and fun deal, you can buy a 

home made Christmas tree for 25p or 50p 

and do potato stamping for free or just do 

potato stamping for 50p.  

Robin Hood Pantomime! 

On Tuesday 10th December, some actors and 

actresses came into school and performed 

the play Robin Hood. I am very sure that 

everyone enjoyed it and thought the 

actor/actresses were amazing! We all 

cheered and booed, it was very funny! I 

found it amazing how they could get 

changed from one costume to another so 

quickly! Altogether, I think they worked very 

hard and it was worth our Tuesday 

afternoon! 

Singing in choir! 

Lately, our choir have been going to Brazley 

Community Centre to sing with the elderly 

people. They usually sing older songs to help 

the people who have dementia remember 

the times when they were younger. I think 

doing this works and makes them all happy 

and excited to hear the songs. Some think 

that it really doesn’t work like that and it just 

makes them upset, but choir and the whole 

of Claypool Primary School know that it 

makes their day. 

 Later after that, choir went to sing at St 

Elizabeth’s Church with some other older 

people, but this time, instead of singing old 

songs, they sang Christmas songs! Everyone 

joined in and at the end they had a little 



  

Decorate the school day 

Another special event that happened was: Year 6 went and decorated the school with Christmas 

decorations, put up the tree and put little presents under tree. Everyone liked decorating 

everything with Christmas things, even if they don’t celebrate it! If you look in the hall, you can 

see how hard Mrs Bird and Year 6 tried. They spent a lot of the afternoon helping and 

decorating everything! We are very proud of them!  

Carol concert. 

On the 18th December, Year 6, Year 5 and Year 4 are doing a carol concert at St Elizabeth’s 

Church, Year 6 are performing the story of ‘Papa Panov’s Special Christmas.’ They have worked 

very hard. Year 4 are singing: The calypso carol, Year 5 are singing: It’s Beginning to Look a Lot 

Like Christmas. Year 6 are singing: Love Shone down. Finally, they are all singing: Children Rule 

the World. It will be fun and enjoyable. 

So, I hope you enjoyed reading all about Year 6/ KS2’s special Christmas, have a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 

Article by: Maya  & Molly  (Year 6)    

 

Year 6 loved this new experiece at Christmas time! 



 

  

Claypool Makes a Splash 

Article by Ethan (Year 5) 

Claypool Primary School took part in a swimming gala 

and had lots of teamwork and fun. Archie answered 

questions about the competition. 

When was the swimming gala? 

It was on Monday 25th November 2019 in the 

afternoon. 

Where was it held? 

It was held at Bolton One in the town 

centre.

  

Which teams took part? 

There were 21 teams including Bolton School Girls, St 

Catherine’s, Cleveland’s, the happy Claypool team 

and many more. 

Who represented the Claypool team? 

There were 9 children in our team and the other 

teams had 8 children. The girl’s team included Ava, 

Martha, Evie, Anna and Serena. The children in the 

boy’s team were Archie, Will, Rhys and Ellis. 

What happened at the swimming gala? 

There were three heats of every event. The first one 

was the boy’s backstroke and I represented Claypool 

School. The second event was the girl’s backstroke 

and Anna also represented Claypool School. Next Ellis 

swam in the boys breaststroke and Ava swam in the 

girls. Will took part in the boy’sfront crawl and Evie 

represented the girls.  

 

 

Rhys took part in the second boy’s front crawl 

race and Serena took part in the girl’s. The 

medley race had backstroke, breaststroke and 

two front crawls and all the boys took part. 

Martha took part in the girl’s relay race which 

was front crawl. 

 Why did you want to take part? 

Because I just like swimming! I felt calm and 

relaxed and I like swimming with my friends. My 

friends are competitive. 

Why do you think it is important to take part? 

So we can win the trophy and to have fun and it 

builds teamwork. 

 

Overall the boys came 3rd so they got a bronze 

medal and a certificate. The girls came 5th and 

they got a certificate too. 

During assembly on Monday 9th December 2019, 

the whole team got their certificates awarded to 

them by Mrs Hulme and all the children clapped. 

Comments 

Ava said, “It was really enjoyable because I really 

like swimming and I like to compete so it was the 

perfect mix of these.” 

Will commented, “I always enjoy it because it is 

fun and you can compete against other schools. 

Sometimes you can win things too!” 

 Hopefully next time we will do even better! 

 

At Claypool School, we are very proud of the children who 
represent us so well! 



 Children Celebrating Christmas Around the World 

Article by Summer A, Poppy and Lennox (Year 3) 

On Thursday 5th December 2019, there were two 

performances of an amazing Christmas show. The 

scene was set with brilliant lighting, a super 

stage, lovely blue benches, magnificent music and 

cheerful children. Year 3C and Year 3S worked 

together to make this play perfect! Eve was the 

main character as Angel Gabriel, Summer A was 

the USA angel who was a little bit bossy, Seb was 

the Australian angel and he was really excited, 

Summer H was the Mawali (African) angel who 

was the fashion angel. There were other great 

performances too by Oliver who was the Chinese 

angel (he was the smart angel), Isaac who kind 

Irish angel, Marishia who was the hopeful angel 

from Poland, Bella L was a lovely angel and 

Caitlyn carried the bread from Poland. 

The Christmas production was about children 

celebrating Christmas around the world. The 

different angels brought a variety of children with 

gifts for Baby Jesus. The performance showed the 

audience what different people do around the 

world at Christmas time. It was a wonderful 

opportunity to celebrate Christmas time at school 

with our friends and family. 

 First the amazing angels came on to the stage 

and everybody sang two songs called Gabriel 

Calling and Alleluia. After that the perfect Polish 

children came on stage and the children 

flawlessly sang Little Star. Next the Chinese 

children came on the stage and everyone sang 

the Tree of Light. This song included lovely lyrics 

like: Decorate the tree of light, with our lanterns 

burning bright, welcoming the new born king 

tonight. During this song all of the people from 

China danced and sang on stage very nicely. The 

choreographers for this dance were Poppy B, 

Bethany and Mrs Eckersley.  

 

 

After that the Australian children came on 

stage and sang Christmas on the Beach, 

Boys. All of the children told us information 

about how they celebrate Christmas in 

Australia. Their Christmas is in their summer 

holidays. They celebrate by going to the 

beach for a barbeque. Next the Mawali 

children came on stage and Summer H 

explained how they make their own clothes. 

Zack talked about how they make their own 

instruments and how they like to sing and 

dance too. The African song was called 

Kuyimba which everyone sang beautifully. 

The USA’s bossy angel, who was Summer A, 

told everyone where to stand and that they 

must speak clearly. Jack W talked about 

how they decorate their houses and spend 

all week getting ready. Demetrio told us 

about how people in America decorate the 

outside of their houses. The song from 

America was called Come to the Manger 

whilst the children performed actions. Later 

that night the children from Ireland came 

on the stage. They were Max, Ava M, Toby 

and Ted (Y3C). They celebrated by lighting 

the candles and putting them in the 

window. In Ireland, the youngest person in 

the family lights the candle. At the end, the 

children sang Christmas Candle and then 

they left the stage. 

For the grand finale all of the angels came 

on stage and everybody sang the last song, 

Children of the World. Before it was ended, 

all of the children shouted Happy Christmas 

in their own language! 

Outfits 

The children wore brilliant outfits that 

linked with their country. The American 

children wore red, white and blue clothes. 

The Polish children wore smart clothes. The 

Chinese children wore light colourful 

clothes. All of the outfits were amazing and 

the performances were too! 

 



 

  

Comments 

Lennox (Year 3S) said, “It was really good because everyone knew their lines really well!” 

Amelia (Year 3C) said, “I liked it because everyone practised their lines well so it was 

brilliant!” 

Adam (Year 3C) said, “It was fun because all of my family came to watch. They thought I 

did really well.” 

Daniel D (Year 3S) said, “It was really good because my mum, dad, grandma and grandad 

came.” 

Callum (Year 3S) said, “It was quite good because we learnt how other countries celebrate 

Christmas around the world.” 

Lois (Year 5) said, “I thought it was really great and everyone worked hard on their 

outfits.” 

Ethan (Year 5) said, “I thought it was really good and they had beautiful singing voices. 

Their costumes were superb too.” 

 

 

What a wonderful way to show lots of people Year 3’s learning about celebrating Christmas 
around the world! 



  Singing Sensations 

On Friday 6th December 2019, the children from 

Year 5 and Year 4 got onto the bus at 9:30am until 

9:45am when they arrived at Victoria Hall in Bolton. 

They went to see a celebration of Christmas music 

and songs. It lasted approximately two hours. The 

singing was brilliant and the music was fabulous! 

Mr Watton played the drums and Mr Mike was 

playing the guitar to all the children. Every week on 

a Thursday, Mr Watton comes in to teach Year 4 

children how to play the drums. Mr Mike comes in 

and teaches some children from different classes in 

the school to learn the guitar so the children know 

these two music teachers. Mr Horne, Mrs Stott, Mrs 

Bird and Mrs Bell, who are good members of staff, 

went to the Victoria Hall to keep the children safe. 

Saxon’s mum, Alfie and Mio’s mum, Beth’s mum 

and Finn’s mum came to look after all of the 

children too. When we arrived, everyone hugged or 

high fived a man that had an inflated Santa costume 

on. He wore a fake disguise mask with a nose, 

glasses and eyebrows. Inside the Victoria Hall, there 

were big pictures and golden signs. There were 

comfy flip up seats and on the balcony there were 

staggered seats. At the front, there was a big 

wooden stage with different instruments with a 

choir at the back. 

The Mayor of Bolton, who wore a sparkly shiny 

dress, was in the audience. Around her neck was a 

shiny chain which made her look important. Her 

husband came too and he looked very smart. In the 

audience there was twelve schools in total from 

Bolton, including a nursery. There were lots of 

Christmas songs and some normal songs. The first 

song was from the Grinch which was called Where 

has Christmas Gone. The second song was from 

Home Alone. After that we all sang Jingle Bells. Then 

we all sang the words to Away in a Manger whilst 

the instruments played. Next we listened to the 

choir sing Never Enough. There were other great 

songs too including Last Christmas. The host asked a 

question about what job the man at the front did. 

Tommy said he was the conductor so he was chosen 

to go onto the stage. 

 

 

 

 

 Tommy played the part as a conductor really well. 

Everyone was impressed! 

At the end we sang The Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Each school had to stand up when it was their 

number. It worked well because there were twelve 

schools. Claypool School was number 1 so they had to 

stand up 12 times. Iona, Evie, Zac, Faith, Holly-May 

and Gabriella held up a poster with the words a 

partridge in a pear tree with a picture too. Everyone 

could see us because we were in the middle at the 

bottom.  

It was a great trip because we could have fun and 

listen to Christmas music. We would love to go again 

next year because it was a great experience! 

Comments 

Mrs Stott commented, “The children were very well 

behaved. It brought tears to my eyes when we sang 

because they sounded like angels.” 

Sophie D (Year 5) mentioned, “I really liked it because 

of all of the musical instruments and the music was 

really nice. The entertainment was great especially 

the Santa and the host.” 

Tyler (Year 5) exclaimed, “It was good because there 

was music there. It was a story about a boy where he 

made a snowman and the music was brilliant.” 

Harry (Year 4) said, “I think it was good because I liked 

how we all sang together and I met new people.”  

Nayan (Year 4) enthused, “Well I liked waving to 

different people and I liked seeing the mayor too who 

I liked waving to. The best thing was when they went 

through the different instruments in the orchestra. I 

saw my sister as well.  

Article by Ellie and Lucy (Year 4) 

 

We all had a fabulous time! 

 



 

  

Year 1’s Awesome Assembly 

On Friday the 8th November 2019, Year 1 did a 
fabulous play. They only had a week of 
practise, and the play was half an hour long 
(9:00 9:30.) The teachers who helped them 
were Mrs Parker, Miss Evans and Mrs Rigby.  

Lots of children learnt their own part for the 
play. They learnt some Kenyan language and a 
Kenyan dance.  They did an oral storytelling of 
a monkey poem and they talked a lot about 
the different continents Shane remembered all 
of the names of the continents! They also did an 
oral story-telling of Handa’s Surprise. As well as 
all that, they sang You’ve Got a Friend in Me 
from Toy story.  

They worked very hard on their words, and 
practised their singing and dancing. Every one 
of them joined in with the singing and dancing. 
They worked together, and made it very 
entertaining. They decided to wear bright 
colours to represent the bright colours in Africa. 

Why do we do assemblies? At Claypool, we 
think assemblies are very important because 
they teach children, and help children, to be 
more confident. They also develop speaking 
and listening, and get a chance to show off the 
learning they did in class. It gave the children 
an opportunity to show off their active learning 
styles. 

The internet wasn’t working, before the 
assembly in the morning, so they had to 
practise with only the songs on their phones! 

 

 

Comments: 

Olivia Froggort (Year 2) stated, “Yes I liked 
how they were acting the songs with lots of 
actions I also liked their lines because they 
had clear loud voices, I laughed when they 
danced because it looked funny too!”                                                

Olivia Jackson (Year 5) exclaimed, “Yes, 
because I liked all of it because it was a good 
play!” 

Isabelle Ibbotson (Year 6) said, “I liked it 
because they are young and they all 
did very well at being brave and 
standing on the stage saying their 
lines.” 

Emmie (Year 1) mentioned, “I liked it 
because it was fun.” 

Mr Barret said, “Oh yes it was amazing I 
think the singing was fantastic.” 

Toby Haslam (Year 3C) exclaimed, “It was 
funny and when they did the song 
wake up wake up because when 
they started singing they made me 
jump because it was so loud.” 

Bella (Year 3S) praised, “Yes I did because I 
liked everyone’s singing and dancing.” 

Hollie Handly (Year 4) exclaimed, “I thought 
that they was all wonderful because they 
had beautiful voices.” 

Mrs Parker beamed, “Yes I loved the 
assembly they made me so proud because 
they pushed themselves.” 

 

Article by Poppy Worsley and Angel Wilson  

 

The children learnt lots of information including 
the design of the Kenyan flag. 



 

  

All About Our Trip to Hall I’th  Wood 

On Tuesday 26th November 2019, Year 2 went on 

a trip to Hall i’th Wood with Mrs Roberts, Mrs 

Horne, Miss Foster, Mrs Swan and Mrs Drinkall. 

Hall i’th Wood in Bolton is an old house that was 

there long ago. We learnt about the olden days 

and Samuel Crompton. It was exciting looking 

around the old house. 

In the morning we set off on a single decker bus. 

We lined up with our partners. When we got 

there we sat on the benches and then we 

dressed up. The girls dressed up as servants and 

the boys dressed up as olden day boys. We did 

this downstairs. The clothes were all in little 

boxes. A man called Rob dressed up too. When 

we went into the kitchen he told us all about 

what happened in the past. He showed us how 

they used to make candles. Rob said they had no 

electrics in the house so they used candles a lot. 

It was so cold. The kitchen was the coldest room 

in the house. There was a secret place where 

they stored all the food. There was a place where 

they used to make butter. Samuel Crompton’s 

mum was good at making butter and tried to 

raise money making it.  

After that we went upstairs where they always 

used to make the servants lie in the bed before 

they got in so that the servants would get bitten 

by the bedbugs instead of them. In the bedroom 

there was a fire in the pan that they put in the 

bed to warm it up so they could sleep nicely. 

There were curtains around the bed too so they 

could keep warm. There was another room 

upstairs and it had lots of signs that told people 

about Samuel Crompton. 

 

We learnt that in the olden days they used 

cotton to make thread. You spin it on a 

spinning mule. He didn’t make much money 

from the machine because spies were to get 

a glimpse of it and they copied Samuel 

Crompton’s machine. He was born in 1753 

and died in 1827. 

The stairs were very steep and we had to 

stay on the inside carefully. Finally we went 

back to school to get some lunch. We think 

it was a very interesting trip and lots of 

people deserve to go as much as we do. A 

special thank you to Rob because he was 

great at showing us around and he was very 

funny too. 

People’s Comments 

Why did you think the trip was really good? 

Sam said, “He liked seeing the cotton turn 

into thread.” 

Mrs Horne said, “I liked the dressing up part 

best.” 

Callum said, “When we went into the first 

bedroom and the spinning mule.”  

Leah said, “It was really good because he 

showed us how to make thread from 

cotton.” 

Asida said, “I really liked it because I didn’t 

know anything about it but I learnt a 

massive amount.” 

Article by Asida and Leah (Year 2). 

Year 1 learnt so much on their trip! 

 



 

Super School Trip 

On Monday 18th November 2019, Year 1 went on a 

school trip to Bolton Museum in the centre of 

Bolton. All of the children, Mrs Parker, Miss Evans, 

Mrs Rigby, Rory’s mum, Jake’s mum, Charlie’s mum 

and Isla’s grandma all went on this amazing trip.  

We went on a single decker bus. It picked us up 

from school. There were lots of steps .At the 

museum we met a lady and we all sat around a 

giant world map.  She put a blue hoop on the mat 

to show things from now and a red hoop to show 

things from 100 years ago. She gave us laminated 

pictures of washing machines from then and now, a 

bucket for washing and a modern bath, a chamber 

pot and a toilet and some marbles which went in 

the middle of the hoops.   

After that she gave us a clip board and a pencil and 

we split into groups with an adult. We did a quiz 

and had to find some teddy bears. We had to find 

the teddy bear with our group’s name on it and 

write down what it said on the label. Some people 

had big labels. Adults wrote down the information 

too.  

Later we played with the olden day toys. There 

were hoops, skipping ropes, a Jack in a box, puppets 

with strings and wooden flick toys. We switched 

groups and had turns with the different toys. The 

adults told us to put our hands on top of our heads 

so we would listen. 

Finally we went back to school in time for lunch.   

We had fun sorting the toys! 

 

What was your favourite part of the trip? 

Miss Evans said, “I liked learning all about the 

different toys and the difference between toys 

from now and toys from the past. “ 

Isla A said, “I liked it because my grandma came 

and I liked playing with toys.” 

Sam said, “The bus because it was fast.” 

Edward said, “I liked it because there were lots 

of toys.” 

Stuart explained, “I liked learning lots of new 

information about olden day toys such as they 

were made of wood and not plastic.” 

Lily said, “I liked the dinosaur bones.” 

What did you learn on the Year 1 trip? 

Ethan said, “I learnt about which toys were old 

and which toys were new.” 

Dottie said, “I learnt all about toys that I didn’t 

know about-like there was a cup and ball toy. 

Old toys look different from the ones today like 

the skipping ropes.” 

Ailith said, “I learnt that toys now have different 

colours than the olden days because the ones 

then were brown and the ones today are 

colourful. They have invented different colours 

now.” 

Article by Ava SS, Shane and Stuart (Year 1). 

1 

We enjoyed playing with the toys from the 

past! 

 


